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The Nanjing Massacre 

Japanese troops captured Nanjing, then 
China's capital, on December 13, 1937 and 
embarked on more than 40 days of 
slaughter. About 300,000 civilians and 
unarmed Chinese soldiers were brutally 
murdered, and more than 20,000 women 
raped.  

In 2014, China designated December 13 as 
the "National Memorial Day for Nanjing 
Massacre Victims.” Despite the irrefutable 
evidence on display at the Nanjing 
memorial hall, some Japanese politicians 
and right-wingers remain in denial of the 
facts.  The war crimes committed by the 
Japanese Empire in China, South Korea 
and other countries during the World War 
II are often glossed over in Japanese 
textbooks. 

"The peace and prosperity that China 
enjoys today is based on the sacrifices 
that were made in the past, so we will 
never forget our past no matter how 
terrible it was. We cannot change 
Japanese politicians' minds, but we can 
make our country better and stronger. 
When we overwhelmingly surpass Japan, 
they will learn to respect history," said 
Wang Yan, 21, a university student who 
came to the memorial hall on December 
13. More than 440 overseas Chinese 
groups had reportedly planned to hold 
memorial ceremonies for Nanj ing 
Massacre victims. More than 10,000 
overseas Chinese in the US, Canada, 
Germany, the Netherlands and Argentina 
w e r e e x p e c t e d t o a t t e n d t h e s e 
ceremonies, Xinhua reported. 

Kai Meng Lui       kmlui@flowja.com 

Nanjing Massacre 
docu-drama airs on 
History Channel 
By CHEN WEIHUA in Washington | 
chinadaily.com.cn | Updated: 2017-12-13

When the Imperial Japanese Army invaded 
Nanjing in 1937, hundreds of thousands of 
innocent civilians and prisoners of war were 
slaughtered, many of the women raped, in what 
was then the capital of China. 
The horror is known as the Nanjing Massacre, or 
The Rape of Nanking. 
While most foreigners fled the city before the 
Japanese invasion, 22 of them remained behind. 
Some of the American missionaries who stayed 
not only witnessed the atrocities of the Japanese 
soldiers, they also risked their lives to save 
Chinese civilians from the brutal rampage at the 
hands of Japanese invaders and smuggled out 
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important evidence of the massacre to show the 
rest of the world. 
The American missionaries, who included 
educators, doctors and ministers, were all 
determined to do what they could to help Chinese 
civilians. 
One missionary, Father John Magee, filmed the 
aftermath of the atrocities, while another, George 
Fitch, risked his life to clandestinely smuggle the 
films out of the city. 
Dr Robert Wilson saved countless lives as the 
only remaining surgeon in Nanjing, and Minnie 
Vautrin, a heroic teacher, is credited with 
singlehandedly preventing hundreds of rapes. 
Their stories come to life through letters and 
diaries they wrote at the time. 
A docu-drama, Scars of Nanking, which is based 
on their stories, will premiere on the History 
Channel on Wednesday morning and be 
simulcast in China. The timing marks the 80th 
anniversary of the brutal massacre. 
Chris Humphrey, the executive producer, said the 
Nanjing Massacre is one of the true tragedies in 
world history. 
“It is mind-boggling in its cruelty. It’s hard to 
comprehend how the human being can stoop to 
such low levels of barbarity — with levels of 
cruelty not even seen in the animal kingdom,” he 
told China Daily. 
Humphrey said it’s a deeply important subject to 
keep alive because it’s a reminder to all that 
events like this should never ever be repeated. 
“We must learn from these sorrowful milestones 
in history in order to ensure it doesn’t happen 
again. But more simply than that, we should 
always remember that love wins over hate,” he 
said. 
The docu-drama is a joint production by the A+E 
Networks of the US and Jiangsu Broadcasting 
Corp based in Nanjing, where the infamous 
massacre occurred. 
Bu Yu, president of Jiangsu Broadcasting Corp, 
told China Daily that news media bear the 
responsibility to reveal the truth. 
His team has not only done extensive research 
within China, but has also travelled the world to 
places like the US National Archives, the Hoover 
Institution at Stanford University, the Divinity 
School Library of Yale University, Harvard-
Yenching Library, the National Archives of Japan 
and the Japan Newspaper Museum. 
The team found many witnesses’ diaries, letters, 
memoirs and films of the massacre, and learned 

how some Westerners there helped refugees at the 
time. 
The team also interviewed many historians, 
scholars and descendants of those witnesses to 
share their stories and knowledge. 
Jiangsu Broadcasting also interviewed and filmed 
many survivors of the atrocity now living in Nanjing 
and across China. 
From these survivors, they learned many more 
stories of Westerners who helped the local people. 
Bu said that telling the stories of these heroic 
Westerners is an important part of showing the truth 
of the carnage. 
The film team found that ordinary people in the 
West know very little about the tragedy. Many know 
the Holocaust against the Jews by Nazi Germany, 
but not the Nanjing Massacre, in which more than 
300,000 innocent Chinese were slaughtered and 
many women raped, according to Bu. 
“It shouldn’t be the case for people not knowing 
such an important historical event,” he said. “It’s 
especially true when right-wing Japanese still try to 
cover up the truth and confuse the public.” 
Bu said the docu-drama also shows that the 
Chinese are a grateful people. 
“People in Nanjing and all Chinese people will 
never forget Robert Wilson, Minnie Vautrin, John 
Magee, George Fitch, John Rabe, Miner Bates, 
Bernhard Sindberg and other international friends,” 
Bu said, citing the names of some of witnesses of 
the Nanjing Massacre. 
“We hope such humanitarian spirit and actions in 
pursuit of peace and justice will be carried forward 
in the world,” he added. 
Humphrey, the executive producer, believes that 
few Americans know anything about China’s 
incredible history. 
“After watching Scars of Nanking I hope they will 
realize that this superpower from Asia also endured 
immense suffering at the hands of the Japanese 
during World War II,” he said. 
He said he hopes that people in the US will also 
realize that Americans have been living and working 
in China for centuries. 
“I think they will be genuinely surprised by the 
massive cultural bonding that the Nanjing Massacre 
brings between Americans and Chinese to this day,” 
he said. 
“The fact that 80 years later the Chinese still give 
thanks and pay respect to those Americans who 
stayed behind in Nanjing is a testament to how 
important it is to them,” Humphrey said. 
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PLA Navy stations 
women on Nansha 
Islands for the 1st time 
By Zhao Lei | chinadaily.com.cn | Updated: 
2017-12-11

The first group of female members sent by the 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) to join the 
garrison guarding the Nansha Islands in the 
South China Sea is seen in this picture taken on 
December 11, 2017.

The People’s Liberation Army has sent 10 of its 
female members to join the garrison guarding the 
Nansha Islands in the South China Sea, 
according to the PLA Navy. The Navy said in a 
news release Monday afternoon that this has 
been the first time for female service members to 
be stationed on Nansha Islands, the country’s 
southernmost territories. They formally started 
working on Yongshu Reef. The 10 women are 
officers and sergeants with an average age of 23. 
All of them have a university diploma, the release 
said, adding they have been assigned to a wide 
range of posts such as staff, communications and 
medical service. Zhang Jiahong, political 
commissar of the PLA Nansha Islands Garrison, 
was quoted by the release as saying that these 
female members will be sent back to the 
mainland every several months for rest to ensure 
their health. Zhou Yaling, one of the women, said 
Nansha is more beautiful than what they had 
imagined. “There are airports, harbors, streets, 
hospitals and sporting grounds. All of them make 
the islands like a lovely city on the sea,” she was 
quoted as saying in the release. 

The toilet revolution 
Xinhua | Updated: 2017-11-30 

A woman pushes a wheelchair with an elderly 
woman up a ramp to a public toilet in Suzhou, 
Jiangsu province, last year. Yang Lei / Xinhua

The humble public potty has the potential to boost 
tourism and set the pace in the country's broad 
campaign to upgrade products made in China. 
President Xi Jinping called on Monday for 
continued efforts to upgrade the country's toilets 
as part of an ongoing "toilet revolution" campaign. 
But why has China started this campaign, and 
why has its top leader personally spoken out on 
this seemingly petty issue? Xi's latest instructions 
provide some answers. 
To understand it better, it's necessary to look into 
what Chinese toilets were in the past and the far-
reaching impact of the revitalization project. 
Although China has become the world's second-
largest economy, some toilets in poor rural areas 
are still little more than makeshift shelters 
surrounded by cornstalks, while others are open 
pits next to pigsties, leading to problems such as 
contamination and pollution from human waste. 
While living standards in cities have drastically 
improved with China's stellar economic growth, 
more attention is needed to improve the living 
environment for the country's 600 million rural 
people. 
That is why the government has invested big to 
build new toilets in the poorest parts of the 
country. From 2004 to 2013, the investment 
totaled 8.27 billion yuan ($1.25 billion). By the end 
of 2015, some 75 percent of rural homes had flush 
toilets or dry toilets with underground storage 
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tanks that had walls, roofs, doors, and 
windows, and were at least 2 square meters in 
size. But obviously it's not enough. China 
launched a "toilet revolution" nationwide in 
2015 to make such facilities cleaner and more 
regulated. 
As toilets are a part of everyday life and affect 
everyone, the Chinese government, which has 
promised to dedicate itself to the well-being of 
all citizens, must squarely face the problem. 
During visits to rural areas, Xi has asked local 
residents about the toilets they use, and has 
stressed repeatedly that clean toilets for rural 
residents are important for building a "new 
countryside". 
While China has rich tourism resources, 
unhygienic toilet facilities at the country's 
tourist sites have long been a big put-off for 
visitors. At a time when traditional economic 
growth drivers are losing steam, China has 
pinned its hopes on services, including 
tourism, as a new engine. Improving public 
facilities at tourist sites has become an urgent 
task. The three-year toilet revolution launched 
in 2015 saw more than 20 billion yuan invested 
in installing or renovating 68,000 toilets at 
tourist sites, exceeding the target of 57,000 
toilets. For the next three years, authorities aim 
to add 47,000 toilets and renovate 17,000, 
according to a plan released by the China 
National Tourism Administration. 
"Compared with the rapid growth of the tourism 
industry and people's increasing demand for 
better lives, the development of toilets is 
unbalanced and inadequate," said Li Jinzao, 
head of the CNTA. "Another three-year 
program is urgently needed." 
China's domestic tourism industry earned 
about 3.9 trillion yuan in 2016, and the country 
plans to raise tourism revenue to 7 trillion yuan 
by 2020. In recent years, there has been a 
frenzy among middle-class Chinese to buy 
smart toilets during trips to Japan, even though 
many of these items are actually made in 
China. Hoping to ride the wave of China's toilet 
revolution, many Chinese companies are 
making efforts to manufacture and market 
high-end products of their own. According to a 
report by the China Household Electrical 
Appliances Association, the market size for 
China's domestic smart toilet sector has grown 
by 59 percent year-on-year to reach 3.1 million 
units in 2016. But penetration is as low as 1 
percent, meaning there is still an immense 
potential market in China, according to the 
report. 

China launches world's 
largest human genome 
research project 
By Deng Xiaoci Source:Global Times Published: 
2017/12/28

The world's largest human genome research 
project of 100,000 people was launched by China 
on Thursday to document their genetic makeup for 
a study that aims to help generate the precision 
medicines of the future.  
It is the country's first large project detecting the 
genetic links between health and sickness and will 
involve 100,000 people from different ethnic 
backgrounds and regions, China Central Television 
(CCTV) reported. The project will collect the 
genetic data of Han ethnic majority people from all 
over the country and nine other ethnic minority 
groups with a population of more than 5 million 
including the Zhuang and Hui peoples. There are 
about 25,000 human genes and the project aims to 
decode the hereditary information contained in 
each, according to the CCTV report. The project 
includes four stages - collecting, sequencing gene 
samples, gathering the data and sharing the 
findings, one of the project's founders told the 
Global Times. Currently it's the first stage, said Yu 
Jun, former deputy head of the Beijing Institute of 
Genomics under the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences (CAS).  
Researchers will create a "health contrast" pool, he 
said, gathering genetic information from those who 
suffer a variety of diseases.  
In this way, they hope to dig deeper into the links 
between specific genes and particular diseases 
such as diabetes, he said.   
The project's chief scientist Wang Yadong was 
quoted as saying by CCTV that the major research 
aim is to study what makes Chinese people get 
sick, "providing references for China's medical 
research, clinical diagnoses and treatments."  
The project will help all Chinese people, including 
Han majority and ethnic minorities, Zhao Guoping, 
a CAS academician and director of the Chinese 
National Human Genome Center in Shanghai, told 
CCTV.  
The project will conclude all its gene sequencing 
and analysis within four years, which will also make 
it the fastest genome engineering project in the 
world, the report said. It did not disclose the 
budget.  
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Chinese PLA to carry on 
flag raising ceremony 
tradition in 2018 
Source:CGTN Published: 2017/12/30 

The Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) 
will take on the mission of guarding the flag and 
conducting the gun salute in 2018. 

Children paint eggs to 
embrace the new year of 
2018 
chinadaily.com.cn | Updated: 2017-12-29

A girl shows her painted eggs in Liaocheng city, 
Shandong province, Dec 27, 2017. [Photo/IC]

Dough sculptures of 12 Chinese zodiac signs 
created by folk artist Kan Zongqin. [Photo by Ji 
Zhe/Asianewsphoto]

Biggest seaplane 
graceful as a swan 
China Daily | Updated: 2017-12-25

The AG600, the world's largest seaplane, lands 
in Zhuhai, Guangdong province, after its maiden 
flight. The aircraft can take off and land on land 
or water and can help in areas like search and 
rescue or firefighting. 
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'Smiling pig' rescued 
from flood in China 
inspires hilarious 

Some livestock on a farm in China got a 
second lease of life after they were 
rescued from rising floodwaters on Aug 
25. 
But it was a photo of a smiling pig which 
made the world giggle and sent 
photoshop mavens into overdrive. The 
image was reportedly taken in Yibin 
County, Sichuan Province, where men 
dressed in green uniforms each held the 
ears of a pig as they dragged it through 
the knee-deep floodwaters. 
Eagle-eyed individuals on the web soon 
turned the image into comedy gold. 

Parents climb 'Celestial 
Ladder' to win luck for 
examinees 
(chinadaily.com.cn) 
Updated: 2016-06-09

A couple of parents kneel down before the Door to 
Win Zhuangyuan (an title given to the scholar who 
achieved the highest score at the highest level of 
the ancient Chinese imperial examinations), after 
they climb a 500 meter long "Celestial Ladder" on 
top of a steep Jinzi Mountain in Lianshan Zhuang 
and Yao autonomous county, South China's 
Guangdong province, with cloth-made red flowers 
to wish their children luck in taking the national 
college entrance exam on June 7. [Photo/IC]

Please note that the views expressed in the 
articles, except the editorial, are not necessarily 
those of the Chinese Cultural Association of 
Jamaica.

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4823876/Pig-appears-smiling-rescued-floods.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4823876/Pig-appears-smiling-rescued-floods.html
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Torch Ginger Lily flower (Etlingera elation -  ) is a showy flower used in decorative 
arrangements, especially during the New Year season.
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Liberia’s New First Lady Is Jamaican 

Jamaicans expressed their excitement that one of their own, Clar Weah, will now be the First Lady 
of Liberia following the election of her husband, the former FIFA World Player of the Year George 
Weah as the nation’s new president. His election represents a victory for his Coalition for 
Democratic Change (CDC) party. A naturalized American citizen, Clar Weah was born in Jamaica 
to Jamaican parents. She married George Weah, who is from Monrovia, some twenty years ago. 
The new First Lady is a resident of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and traveled to Liberia, the oldest and 
first independent African republic, to help her husband campaign for the presidency. 

Reports are that couple met at a Chase Bank in the United States where Clar worked as a 
customer service officer. George had gone there to open an account and was enamored by 
beautiful Jamaican. 

Clar will officially take on her new role in January 2018. George Manneh Weah received the 
support of the outgoing Liberian president Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and her son Robert A. Sirleaf. The 
elevation of Clar Weah to the position of First Lady has shown Jamaicans around the world that it 
is possible for a Jamaican woman to rise to a position of national prominence in the African nation. 


