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The Flying Tigers 

The Flying Tigers (Chinese: Fei Hu) were 
a group of American fighter pilots that 
flew for China in the early part of 1942. 
Led by a controversial American, Colonel 
Claire Chennault, they were actually 
ca l l ed t he "Amer i can Vo lun tee r 
Group" (AVG), and achieved good 
success in their aerial battles against the 
Japanese. 
They were a relatively small group, and 
never had more than 100 P-40's 
(decorated with the famous red shark 
mouth) available. 
But at the time they were flying (early 
1942), they were the only Americans 
doing anything against the Axis. With an 
American public reeling from Pearl 
Harbour and anxious to strike back 
"NOW!" the Flying Tigers were "the only 
game in town" at that point. Thus they 
received a lot of favourable press 
coverage, from reporters anxious to write 
about the only Americans doing anything 
anywhere against the Japanese. 
Equally famous is their brilliant and 
controversial commander, Claire L. 
Chennault, whose genius for leadership 
in the face of overwhelming odds made 
him a hero in the United States as well as 
in China. Chennault was a unique 
individual who could inspire great 
accomplishments from all those who 
served under him. The Flying Tigers were 
a bright spot of victory to both America 
and China during the early, dark days of 
the war. 
Kai Meng Lui       kmlui@flowja.com 

WWII veteran shares 
stories of Flying Tigers 
By Lia Zhu in San Francisco | China Daily USA | 
Updated: 2017-11-22

Jerry Chen, a member of the famed Flying Tigers, 
attends the opening ceremony on Tuesday of an 
exhibition in San Francisco on Japan's notorious 
Mukden POW camp for Allied prisoners in what is 
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He doesn't want to recall when pilots lost their 
lives, but Jerry Chen willingly shares his Flying 
Tigers' stories about when the United States 
helped defeat the Japanese fascists. For Chen, 
now 92, it's important to remember history. 
He was recruited for the US Fourteenth Air 
Force (14 AF) as a mechanic in 1943 in 
Kunming, China's Yunnan province. The 14 AF, 
commanded by General Claire Chennault, 
absorbed the 23rd Fighter Group of the US 
Army Air Forces, which replaced the American 
Volunteer Group, known as "Flying Tigers", after 
it was dissolved in 1942. 
The 14 AF adopted the "Flying Tigers" 
designation and conducted highly effective 
fighter and bomber operations along a wide 
front. 
Because of his English language skills, Chen 
was sent to the University to Pennsylvania for a 
two-month training course and then returned to 
China. 
His job was to repair and maintain the P-40 and 
P-51 fighters under the instruction of the US 
engineers. 
"My first job was to learn how to maintain a 
fighter," he recalled. "Quite often, we saw the 
planes crash in front of our eyes. Then we 
dismantled the planes and saved the operable 
parts for other aircraft." 
The pilots went on three missions every day. 
The air force was always short of mechanics 
and spare parts, said Chen. 
"Japan had more pilots and more advanced 
aircraft than us. Due to the poor maintenance 
and terrible weather, the US pilots were often 
killed in air explosions," he said. "We could not 
even recover their bodies." 
The 14 AF was also instrumental in supplying 
the Chinese war effort by flying military transport 
aircraft over the infamous Hump, an air route 
over the Himalayan Mountains. 
The C-46 transport aircraft in service was not 
thoroughly tested at the time. In three months, 
31 of them exploded in air because of oil 

leakage, so it was called a "flying coffin", Roy 
Dillon, a former Hump pilot, told China Daily in a 
2015 interview. 
The C-46 was a large, twin-engine plane, and it 
was always loaded to maximize cargo volume. 
When one engine was lost over the Hump, the 
pilots would have to crash-land or parachute from 
20,000 feet, Dillon said. 
Though he was a ground crew member, Chen 
said he was also on board the C-46 on numerous 
missions as a mechanic. 
"I was lucky to avoid dangers in treacherous 
conditions," he said. "Without navigation 
equipment, we solely depended on experience to 
avoid the Japanese attacks." 
The US military estimated that more than 4,000 
Japanese planes were destroyed or damaged in 
the China-Burma-India Theater during World War 
II. The US Army Air Corps credited the 14 AF with 
the destruction of more than 2,300 Japanese 
aircraft. 
After the war ended in 1945, Chen became a 
businessman in Hong Kong and later moved to 
the US. 
For his wartime service, the Chinese Central 
Military Commission, China's top military body, 
awarded Chen a medal in 2015 on the 70th 
anniversary of the victory of the Chinese people's 
war against Japanese aggression. 
He also serves as an adviser for the Flying Tigers 
museum in Zhijiang county in China's Hunan 
province. 
"The American and the Chinese people made 
great sacrifices, including their own precious 
lives," said Chen. "Without the American people's 
help, we would not win this war, and we would 
not have the peace today," Chen said. 

A file photo of Long Qiming, the last Flying 
Tiger pilot in China.
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Golf: China's ancient 
game? 
By Bob Robertson | China Daily Asia | 
Updated: 2017-11-06

A mural painting of Yuan dynasty-era chuiwan 
is preserved on the wall of a Water God 
Temple in Hungtung county, Shanxi province. 
The painting depicts a Mongolian official (on 
the left, wearing a fur hat), Han officials and 
assistants. The sticks and devices are fairly 
identical to those of modern golf. [Photo 
provided to China Daily]

The Scots may well have codified golf as we 
know it – including, after a few false starts, 
making it a game of 18 holes. But the jury's 
still out on who first came up with the idea of 
an open-air game that involves using a stick 
to hit a ball towards a target. The Romans 
played a game called paganica, in which a 
ball stuffed with feathers and wool was hit 
with a bent stick, while the Dutch played a 
stick-and-ball game called colf as early as the 
13th century. 
But the most intriguing – and in many ways 
convincing – documented evidence of an 
early version of golf comes from China. A 
game called chuiwan ( ) – chui meaning to 
hit and wan meaning ball – became popular in 
the Song dynasty (960–1279) and was 
featured in paintings as late as the Ming 
dynasty (1368–1644). Players used ten clubs 
to hit wooden balls towards brightly coloured 
flags – sound familiar? They had a club for 
long distances, a precursor of the modern-day 
driver, and the tee was called the ji ( ), or 
base in Chinese. 
There was even an early equivalent of the 
R&A Rules of Golf: the Wan Jing ( ) or 

Classic of the Ball, published during the Yuan 
dynasty (1271–1368). It lays out the rules, and 
places great emphasis on sportsmanship and 
correct behaviour – echoes of modern golf, 
where etiquette is such an important element of 
the game. There's also a reference in an ancient 
book to a magistrate of the Southern Tang 
dynasty (937–976) telling his daughter to "dig 
holes in the ground" so he could hit a ball into 
them using a special stick. 
The old imperial paintings show clubs bearing a 
striking similarity to modern golf equipment – 
long, narrow shafts with distinct heads for striking 
the ball. One depicts the Ming dynasty's Emperor 
Xuanzong playing chuiwan on a course that's 
clearly marked out with flag sticks and that looks 
identical to a modern putting green. 
The game seems to have died out in China 
during the Qing dynasty (1644–1912), while golf 
as we know it today was first played in Scotland 
in the 15th century. (It was even briefly banned by 
James II of Scotland in 1457 because it 
distracted players from learning archery – a skill 
required for the army.) The first rules of golf were 
drawn up by the Honourable Company of 
Edinburgh Golfers in Muirfield in 1744. Ten years 
later, the Society of St Andrews Golfers, the 
forerunner of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club, 
was formed and became the governing body. 
The debate over who got there first will go on as 
long as the game is played, but at least two 
things are certain. First, chuiwan, played by 
Chinese emperors 1,000 years ago, certainly 
qualifies as a royal and ancient game. And 
second, it was definitely the Scots who invented 
that other great golfing tradition: the 19th hole – 
that moment when you step up to the bar in the 
clubhouse and order a dram of whisky to erase 
the memory of the last putt that got away. 

Chinese think tank 
includes 2 foreign 
Nobel laureates 
Source:Xinhua Published: 2017/11/28

Nobel laureates Andre K. Geim and James 
Fraser Stoddart, together with other 14 scientists, 
have been elected as new foreign academicians 
at the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), one 
of China's top think tanks.  
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CAS published the list of 77 newly elected 
academicians, 61 Chinese and 16 foreigners. 
The 16 foreign scientists come from eight 
countries. It is the first time CAS has awarded 
the title to scientists from Poland, Netherlands 
and Uzbekistan.  
There are now 800 Chinese academicians and 
92 foreign academicians at CAS. Fifty-eight of 
the 61 newly elected Chinese members are 
male, and all are leading figures in their fields. 
They include Yang Wei, chief designer of the 
fighter jet J-20, and Yang Mengfei, chief 
designer of the Chang'e-5 lunar probe.  
The average age is 54, with the eldest being 
67 and the youngest 46.  
CAS membership is China's highest title in the 
field of science and a lifelong honor. New 
members are recruited every two years.  
CAS and the Chinese Academy of Engineering 
are the country's top two think tanks which 
advise government and industry on key 
scientific and technological issues. 
Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates has been 
elected as a foreign academician of the 
Chinese Academy of Engineering (CAE), one 
of China’s top academic institutions, together 
with 17 other foreigners. 
Now, Gates stands shoulder to shoulder with 
66 other prominent Chinese and foreign 
scientists who have been elected in 2017. 
Election as a foreign member of CAE is a 
lifelong honor that is expected to build up the 
institution, promote international cooperation 
and exchanges, and improve CAE’s status in 
the field of engineering. 
In September, TerraPower, a Bill Gates-led 
company, established a joint venture with 
China National Nuclear Corporation, with the 
aim of building and operating small, medium, 
and large traveling-wave nuclear power plants 
in the next 20 years. 
Earlier this month, Chinese Premier Li Keqiang 
called for closer cooperation with the US in 
developing next-generation nuclear power 
technology in his meeting with Bill Gates. 
TerraPower cherishes the cooperation with its 
Chinese counterpart, values China’s rich talent 
resources, and will take an open attitude to 
translate their shared cooperation vision into 
reality, said Gates. 

From ‘Made in China’ 
to ‘Created in China’ 
The Ministry of Industry and Information 
Technology (MIIT) and two other national 
administrations have jointly issued an action 
guide to improve the quality and promote brand 
building in China’s equipment manufacturing 
industry. 
The move is aimed at significantly improving the 
image and quality of made-in-China products and 
achieving a 90 percent qualification rate under 
national standards by 2018. 
Miao Wei, minister of MIIT, said China’s 
manufacturing industry should put more efforts 
into pursuing development quality and efficiency 
rather than the growth rate, in a bid to build 
Chinese brands and promote the transformation 
toward created-in-China. 
“China’s goal to become an industrial powerhouse 
can only be realized through strong brand building 
and quality assurance,” said Sha Nansheng, 
deputy director general of MIIT’s science and 
technology department. He added that those two 
aspects of our manufacturing industry still fall 
behind international advanced levels, so China 
should implement a strategy of international brand 
building focused on quality to help domestic 
brands gain competitiveness in the global market. 
The action guide puts forward a three-stage plan 
within the first decade of transforming China from 
a m a n u f a c t u r i n g g i a n t i n t o a l e a d i n g 
manufacturing powerhouse. 
The first stage — from 2016 to 2018 — will lay a 
solid foundation for quality and brand building, 
and make breakthroughs in key areas. The 
second stage — from 2019 to 2021 — will 
increase the market share of domestic brands. 
And the last stage, from 2021 to 2025, will focus 
on building China into a world manufacturing 
power with internationally recognized brands and 
quality. 
The action guide emphasizes that manufacturing 
enterprises should be motivated to voluntarily 
improve quality and brand building through 
establishing a selective purchasing mechanism 
and quality rating system while strengthening 
international cooperation on high-end production 
capacity. 
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Kids steppe out for 
Mongolia 
Source:VCG Published: 2017/11/27

Children showcase traditional Mongolian 
ethnic costumes at the 14th Mongolia Fashion 
Festival on Monday in Hohhot, North China's 
Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region. Photo: 
VCG 

Hundreds of students 
hike in Shanxi 
chinadaily.com.cn | 2017-11-21

An aerial view of hundreds of middle school 
students hiking on a winding road in Lishan 
Mountain, North China's Shanxi province, on 
Nov 19, 2017. [Photo/VCG]

Please note that the views expressed in the 
articles, except the editorial, are not necessarily 
those of the Chinese Cultural Association of 
Jamaica.

Highways improve 
transportation in SW 
China's Tibet 
Xinhua | 2017-11-14

A photo shows the highway linking Lhasa to 
Nyingchi over Nyang River in Lhasa.

Redwood forest in Anhui 
shimmers under winter 
sunlight 
chinadaily.com.cn | 2017-11-28

Visitors tour Qinglong Bay using bamboo rafts, Nov 
26, 2017. The redwood forest in the wetlands of 
Qinglong Bay is a worthy attraction in Ningguo city, 
Anhui province. When the weather is pleasant, the 
red leaves shimmer under the sunlight, set against 
the crystal-clear waters of the bay, turning the entire 
landscape into a virtual oil painting.

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/culture/painting.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/culture/painting.html
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Hobbyists create jet 
fighter  
Updated: 2017-09-13

Aircraft hobbyists Wan Li (center), Gu Chunlin 
(right) and Huang Aibo (left), pose with the life-
size model of the PLA's J-20 stealth fighter 
aircraft built by themselves at a workshop in 
Wuhan city, Central China's Hubei province, Sept 
10, 2017. According to Wan, they began building 
the model in June last year and spent 200,000 
yuan ($30,612) on it. [Photo/IC]

Salt lake in Shanxi looks 
like double-flavour hot pot 
chinadaily.com.cn | 2017-09-19

An aerial view of the salt lake in Yuncheng city, 
North China's Shanxi province, Sept 15, 2017. 
As the temperatures drop in autumn, different 
colors start to appear on the surface of the 
lake, making it a spectacular scene as a 
double-flavor hot pot. [Photo/VCG]

Orchid 

As one of the "Four Men of Noble Character" 
in Chinese culture, the orchid is better known 
for its delicate fragrance. And its Chinese 
character "lan" has being widely used in 
women's names for thousands of years. 

Ancient Chinese called eternal friendship "lan 
jiao", or companionship as nobel as the orchid, 
and beautiful prose and poems "lan zhang", or 
words as graceful as the orchid. People 
started to grow the flower in China about 
2,000 years ago. After the Wei and Jin 
dynasties (AD 220- 420), orchids were mainly 
used to decorate gardens. 

The first monograph on orchids in the world, 
Jin Zhang Lan Pu, was written by Zhao 
Shigeng from the Song Dynasty. With a total of 
three volumes, the book recorded about 30 
kinds of orchids and their living habits. 
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The hills just to the north of Kingston.  
Kingston is one of the few cities in the world where you can go from sea-level to mountain 

peak in less than an hour. The mountains rise to 7000 feet from the coastal plain in less than 
10 miles. A gradient almost without parallel anywhere else in the world.
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Do More To Lure Chinese Tourists, Xu Jing Urges 
Caribbean Countries

The Gleaner Published:Thursday | November 30, 2017

Xu Jing, the regional director for Asia and the Pacific at the United Nations World Tourism 
Organization (UNWTO), said Caribbean countries can tap into the billions of dollars spent by Chinese 
travellers annually, but urged them to change their strategy to lure his compatriots to the region. 
According to Jing, more than 135 million Chinese tourists spent more than US$261 billion to travel 
across the world, with 2.1 million favouring the coast of the United States. 
"To get the Chinese market," he noted, "it is not about the tweets or the Trip Advisor. More than 
anything else, it will be about the Chinese way of viewing the digital platforms such as 'We Chat'. In 
China, We Chat is not only social media, it is our digital wallet for financial transactions when we 
travel abroad." 
Xu Jing continued, "Many Chinese tourists who travel to America can be lured to the Caribbean if you 
increase travel facilitation. To make an impact, you need to offer more Chinese-friendly services. 
"The region also needs amenities such as Chinese language services and free Wi-Fi; integrating 
elements of Chinese culture and special conveniences, such as slippers, tea kettles, Chinese tea, and 
accepting payment services of Chinese companies. These adjustments will make the Chinese feel 
more welcomed and can increase the demand for more tourists from China in the future." 
Jing was among a raft of high profile presenters at the the UNWTO Global Conference on Jobs & 
Inclusive Growth: Partnerships for Sustainable Tourism, held at the Montego Bay Convention Centre 
in St James. The event is hosted by the UNWTO, Government of Jamaica, World Bank Group and the 
Inter-America Development Bank. 
  
UNIQUE SELLING POINT 
 Jing is also of the view that the Caribbean culture offers a unique selling point to the Chinese market 
which could be a major boost for the cruise ship sector. 
"In the Caribbean, apart from the added value of the beach and the sun, the cruise element will also 
make the experience different from other destinations. Added to that, if you can put the music, the 
food, the Blue Mountain Coffee components into the Chinese product, the region should do well," he 
added. 
Last year, just under 50,000 Chinese visited the Caribbean, with approximately 40,000 going to Cuba, 
while Jamaica was second with just under 4,000 visitors. 
Cuba's advantage was having direct flights from China and no visa restrictions. Jing said, "Jamaica 
also has no visa restrictions, but no one knows that. Therefore, more work is needed when it comes 
to publicity." 
Jing argued that islands in the Indian Ocean were able to revive their tourist market after the 2004 
tsunami and believed this success could be replicated in the region. 
"After the tsunami, the island nation of the Maldives started to look at Asia as a destination to attract 
visitors from other than Europe. They decided that apart from the tourists from Germany, Italy and 
Britain, they wanted more persons from other regions. Today, in the Maldives and the Seychelles, 
they are flooded with Chinese travellers. If the Maldives was able to do this, why not the Caribbean?" 


